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When 1 was a child, travelling by train was exciting. Once a year, during summer vacation, when I
was going to visit my grandparents, the mere idea of spending many hours on the train thrilled me.
I am no longer as excited to see a long-distance train as 1 was when a child, but even now I vividly
remember the sight of the platforms of a large train station, where various trains were going to leave
for different parts of Japan. Sometimes, I recall the feeling of excitement which I experienced only

when the train started.
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When I was a child, I was thrilled to travel by train. Once a year, when 1 went to stay with my
grandparents during the summer vacation, the very thought that the train journey would soon begin
made me quite excited. Now the sight of long-distance trains doesn’t excite me as it did when a child,
but the sight of many kinds of trains, which were bound for various regions of Japan, standing at
platforms of a big station, remains vivid in my memory. Sometimes the elation 1 felt just as the trains
started returns to me.
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We vaguely think that dogs and dolphins are intelligent creatures, but we don’t make this judgment
based on any objective criteria of animal intelligence. 1 believe that in the case of such animals,
the more obedient they are, the more intelligent they appear. As for human beings, there are various
““objective”” ways to examine intelligence, but in fact, it is just that those who successfully follow
the instructions of the examiner can get a high score.

< >

We are likely to think of dogs or dolphins as clever, but this doesn’t mean that our judgment is based
on some objective standard of deciding how intelligent animals are. It seems to me that such animals
simply look clever because they are obedient to the orders we give them. In the case of humans, we
have various kinds of so-called objective tests, but after all, in our case too, the higher the marks
we want to get, the more obediently we must follow the directions of the person who makes the questions.
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Section 2

(1) Trade deals

(2) Self-sufficiency

(3) 3 to 10 times more water

(4) By turning to engineering projects

(5) This region will run out of ground water.



