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Question A

1. It is good for the national economy because it makes the
country less dependent on foreign oil (and is a source of very cheap
energy).

2. Wind power is good for the national economy because by
using it the country becomes less dependent on oil from other countries.

3. Wind power allows the country to become less dependent on

(relatively expensive) foreign oil

Question B

1. (Some people) think that the massive towers, power lines,
and associated equipment are unbearably ugly, (while others) think that
wind farms injure or kill many migrating birds.

2. (Some people) are opposed to wind farms because they
think they are very ugly, (while others) are opposed to them because they

think they can hurt and kill birds.

Question C

[support]

1. I will be happy to have a wind farm built close to where |
live. | know some people dislike wind farms, saying they are ugly, but I
actually think they are beautiful, and will enjoy looking at it every
day. Also, wind power reduces our dependence on foreign oil, which is

something that | want to support. In addition, | think wind power is the

©



best form of clean, renewable energy, so | want to support it for that reason
alone. (82 words)

I support the development. The problem of global warming
is one of the most serious problems that we face today, and it is well known
that greenhouse gases produced by the burning of fossil fuels are the main
cause of the warming. Therefore, | strongly support the building of the
wind farm near where | live. Having it there will allow me to feel that | am
making a great contribution to stopping global warming. (75 words)

I think the development is good. Some people may
consider the massive towers unacceptably ugly, but they need to think
about how important it is to reduce the amount of greenhouse gases. As
for me, the massive towers of wind farms don’t look so ugly. Rather, | see
them as symbols of environmentalism, so | think a wind farm will make
our town known as an eco-friendly town. A lot of tourists will visit our

town and that will lead to economic growth. (84 words)

[oppose]

1.

I am opposed to this wind farm. Many people think of wind
power as being harmless, but in fact the equipment kills millions of
migrating birds every year. In addition, wind farms are extremely
noisy. They produce "noise pollution” twenty-four hours a
day. Furthermore, many people think wind power is very cheap because
the wind is "free," but the equipment needed to turn the wind into power is
very expensive. Perhaps the technology will improve in the future, but at

present, | don't think it is worth supporting. (88 words)
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I oppose the development. First of all, those massive towers
are just too ugly. One of the things I like best about my hometown is that |
can enjoy its beautiful scenery. A wind farm will completely destroy the
scenery, and that is absolutely unbearable to me. Second, | think wind
power is still not that reliable. Therefore, the wind farm may not be able to
produce as much electricity as is expected, and building it may be just a
waste of money. (83 words)

| oppose the construction of a wind farm. Firstly, it will spoil
the natural landscape. Secondly, it will require too large an open space. It
is simply a waste to use such a large open space only to build a wind farm.
In addition, the wind farm will probably be the cause of injury and death to
many birds. Finally, if there is a strong earthquake, the massive towers will
be likely to collapse and a lot of people will be crushed to death under them.

(87 words)
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