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<{EF 1 > 1 would talk about a new trend in playing traditional Japanese musical instruments. There
once were few young people who were interested in them, but recently more and more
youngsters have become eager to play such instruments as shamisen or wadaiko. In many
schools students practice and enjoy playing these instruments in their extra-curricular

activities, Some of them even adopt Western styles and try to invent entirely new music of

their own. (72 words)

<{E# 2> Td like to talk about vending machines. Today almost everywhere in Japan there are
vending machines, and even some monkeys in the mountains can get cans of soft drinks by
using the coins they have found., Moreover, almost anything can be bought from a vending
machine -- not only cigarettes and newspapers but also fruit, ramen, manga, toys. [ want
people in other countries to know what a wonderfully foolish world our advanced technology

has created. (76 words)
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(A)
<{E#| 1 > This is true. Probably those who have confidence behave in a dignified manner in the
presence of others. There is something calm about them and they always keep their
composure. Therefore, they are hardly ever irritated by trivial things. It seems that they

are more tolerant than the people they are talking with because of their confidence.

<{Ef 2> 1If people have confidence in themselves, their attitude toward others is also confident.
They are calm and tolerant. Therefore, they are naturally considerate of others and never get
angry over trivial matters. Since they are more confident, it seems that they can behave all

the more reasonably.

(B) — (1)
<{E#l 1 > Recollections are mysterious things. We often believe that only dramatically impressive

incidents stay alive in our memories, but in fact things as trivial as, say, slight scratches left
on us without even our noticing them, suddenly come back to us when we least expect. On the
other hand, memories engraved deeply on our senses sometimes come to mind all the more

clearly, triggered by some unexpected factors, however hard we try to bury them.

<{Efl 2 > A mysterious thing, memory. It is not only intense events that remain in mind as
memories. A small matter, something like a scratch which we cannot recall where we have
suffered, suddenly comes back to our memory when we have nearly forgotten it. This 1s not
the only story: memories engraved deep in the senses cannot be confined forever. They are

somehow triggered and vividly recollected.

(B) — ()

Goethe says that people only listen to what they can understand. Indeed, we are not good at listening.
While someone is delivering an address or giving a lecture, we often miss, or pay little attention to,
something they say, even when we think we are listening carefully. Sometimes, we quickly forget what

we have just heard.
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